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Barry’s Blog
Summer Sabbath Time

The old Porgy and Bess tune
that declares, “Summertime,
and the livin’ is easy”, no
doubt was written when life
was so much different than
what it is now. If you're like
most people, you are hoping
that summer will be a time to kick back and relax a
little, but maybe you're afraid that it will end up
like most other summers with lots to do and flying
past far too quickly. Isn’t summer supposed to be
footloose and fancy-free? What happened to
sleeping in and time to rest and unwind? Are
relaxing summer days merely a thing of the past?

Now, it seems like the summer can instead
be filled with days when the kids are bored and
whiny, plans get cancelled, work interferes with
vacation time, the AC goes out, and traffic is
horrendous. Days when we lose our patience,
harbour a bad attitude, and have had quite enough
of family time. Days when we feel powerless
against the exhaustion of our busy schedule and
stress rules the day.

We all need a break from the busyness of
life from time to time. Resting isn't just a good
idea, it is, in fact, modelled by both God and Jesus.
God rested after six days of creating the universe.
God also instituted the Sabbath so that we would
get the point that no one can work without a break
along the way. Today it seems that we don’t have
Sabbath days anymore, but merely, Sabbath
moments. Even Jesus, with more sermons to
preach, more people to heal, and more tasks to
accomplish, often went apart to rest a while.

I am not sure why it is that some of us feel
guilty or unfulfilled if we are not busy all the time.
We wear busyness as a badge of honour... When
people ask how we are doing, our common
response is, “I'm busy!” Tanks that run on empty

all the time soon lack the stamina to cope
spiritually, mentally, emotionally, and relationally.
It’s important to realize that not everything needs
to be done—at least not done right now. This
Summer, it may be more important than ever to sit
back with a tall glass of your favourite beverage
and contemplate the beauty of God’s creation.

So carve out a little Sabbath time this
Summer and refresh your heart and spirit with
blessedness instead of busyness. And don’t worry;
the chores will still be there. They aren’t going
anywhere!

Blessings, Rev. Barry Doner

Thank you for your continued giving to the church and
its mission in the community and world.
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MISSION AWARENESS PROJECT: Thank you to
the congregation from the Mission Team for your
support of Mission Awareness Sunday and your
gracious support for the luncheon
that followed through your
purchase of tickets. Thanks to your
generosity, over $1000 was raised
for the PWS&D campaign “Respond
to Emergencies (PWEMRFo01)”.
Special thanks to the continued
support of Doug Rawson of
Rawson’s Meat and Deli located at
27 Main St, Penetanguishene who
generously donated the delicious
ham for our luncheon. Next time
you see Doug be
sure to thank him
for his support and
thank you for your
support for his
shop as well!

The Mission Team will be operating its summer food
and toiletries drives again this year. Food items will be
donated to the Georgian Bay Food Network and
toiletries will be collected for distribution later in the
fall. A list of suggested items for donation will be posted
in the foyer along with the boxes for collection.
Information on the wide impact made by the Georgian
Bay Food Network can also be found there. The food
and toiletries drive will run during the months of June,
July and August. Your donations are gratefully received.
If you have any questions, please see a member of the
Mission Team for further details.

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE TEAM:

The Congregational Life Team had an excellent brain
storming session after the April 12th service. Thanks to
all who came out.

On May 31st, we met again after service to "flesh out"
some activities for the coming year.

CEMETERY CLEAN
UP: Massive thank
you to the team who
cleaned up the
Presbyterian Cemetery
this month as well as
our amazing Lunch
hosts Ruby and Laura!

THANK YOU: A heartfelt thank you to our wonderful
Sunday School students and teachers for the thoughtful
and kind gesture shared
with all the ladies this
past Mother’s Day.

Your care, creativity, and
loving hearts made the
day extra special and
reminded us all of the joy
that comes from simple
acts of kindness. We are
so grateful for each of
you and the love you

share with our church family.

DOORS OPEN! First Presbyterian Church has been
invited to participate in Doors Open Simcoe County this
Sept 19, 2026. This is an exciting opportunity for us to
welcome new people into our beautiful building. More
details will follow but first the application form! One of
the questions relates to the architectural style of our
church and I have absolutely no idea how to answer this.
If any of you have some architectural knowledge or can
make a suggestion, please speak to Donna Drapkin
(905-484-3727 or donnadrapkin@bell.net ). Thanks for
any help you can give.

THE DIFFERENT WAYS Y AN PPORT
FIRST PC FINANCIALLY

First of all, thank you for your support! All gifts to First
PC are received gratefully and kept under the strictest
confidence. Early each year, you will receive an income
tax slip from our envelope secretary Jill St Amant. There
are presently three options for donations.

1. We now accept funds by e-transfer. This is a very easy
way for people to give their financial support to First PC.
On your banking website, go to money transfers, add
our church to your contact list -
giftsafirstchurchpenetang@gmail.com - and then make
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your donation. There is a message line on the transfer
form to use if you wish the donation be dedicated for a
specific cause. Unmarked donations will go to our
General Budget.

2. Pre-authorized donations (pre-authorized
remittances or PAR) are the easiest way to make sure
that you can support First PC, even when you are

not able to attend regularly. You may make monthly
donations using our Direct Debit facility, with the
donations coming directly from your bank

account. Please speak to Jill St Amant (705-529-3652)
and she will help you get set up right away.

3. There are also offering envelopes available from Jill
St Amant (705-529-3652). The personalized number on
each envelope enables you to put cash or cheques made
out to First Presbyterian Church, Penetang inside and
then you put them on the offering plate when it is
passed around during the service. Your generosity to
First Presbyterian Church supports the vibrant
community of faith that we all enjoy.

JUNE IS NATIONAL INDIGENOUS HISTORY
MONTH

June is an opportunity to learn about and celebrate the
histories, cultures, and contributions of First Nations,
Inuit, and Métis Peoples in Canada.

Locally, consider visiting Sainte-Marie among the
Hurons for special Indigenous-themed events on June
18 and 21, and explore their online learning resources
available June 15—-25.

For families, the Midland Public Library will host
Indigenous Storytelling with Music and Puppets on
Tuesday, June 16, from 5:30—6:30 p.m. Registration is
required.

Events in our Community

STITCH & CHAT UPDATE: Stitch and Chat will be
finishing up for the
summer on June 25th
from 10:00 until noon at
the church, ending with
lunch out at a restaurant
(not decided which one
as of yet). We will return
to our regular meetings
on Thursday, September
10th from 10:00 AM -
2:00 PM.

CARING KITCHEN

If folks have extra grocery bags i Coue

and can spare a few, anytime, the
Blessing Table could use some to
bundle up clothes for our guests.
We also accept clothes in good
condition, in small amounts to
replenish our table. We can't store
much, so spread your offerings
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over several weeks if you can. Track pants and casual
clothes are very popular as are seasonal coats,shoes.
Drop off under the long table at the back of the new hall.
Thank you!

If you would like to help some of the members of our
town who are having trouble affording the necessities of
life, please consider signing up for the Caring Kitchen.
Please speak to Mary Sheriff (705 526 7591) if you
would like to volunteer once in a while, or if you have
any questions.

IN-PERSON & LIVESTREAM SERVICES
In-Person Services are
Sundays at 10:25AM.
Our services are also
streamed on our
YouTube channel
@firstchurchpenetang

Remember that children
participating in our
service may be shown online as the service is live-streamed.

= \ WEBSITE UPDATE &

Y PHOTO REQUEST: We are
currently in the midst of
transitioning to a new website.
During this time, you may notice
some temporary disruptions or
changes as we work behind the
scenes to improve your
experience. We appreciate your
patience and understanding throughout this process.

As we build and grow a more
welcoming and engaging online
presence, we would love your
help! If you have any
photos—whether candid
moments, special events, or
snapshots of our beautiful
church—we warmly invite you to
share them with us.

Please send your photos to Dee at
firstchurchpenetang@gmail.com. Your contributions will
help us create a vibrant and inviting website for all to enjoy.

Thank you for being part of our church community!
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JUNE FATHERS
June the month for fathers
We celebrate with a gift.
Let us not forget our Heavenly father
He gives our spirit a lift.

Jesus prayed daily to the Heavenly Father
As we also should do.
A loving Father like no other.
He takes our hand and leads us through.
Cora Nuspel



